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What are Nautical Charts?

Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation. They show
water depths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and much
more. The information is shown in a way that promotes safe and
efficient navigation. Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial
ships that carry America’s commerce. They are also used on every Navy
and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely
carried by recreational boaters.

What is a BookletChart™?

This BookletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate
themselves on the water. It has been reduced in scale for convenience,
but otherwise contains all the information of the full-scale nautical
chart. The bar scales have also been reduced, and are accurate when
used to measure distances in this BookletChart. See the Note at the
bottom of page 5 for the reduction in scale applied to this chart.

Whenever possible, use the official, full scale NOAA nautical chart for
navigation. Nautical chart sales agents are listed on the Internet at
http://www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

This BookletChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for
regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

Notice to Mariners Correction Status

This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published in
the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National Geospatial
Intelligence Agency Weekly Notice to Mariners, and, where applicable,
the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners. Additional chart
corrections have been made by NOAA in advance of their publication in
a Notice to Mariners. The last Notices to Mariners applied to this chart
are listed in the Note at the bottom of page 7. Coast Pilot excerpts are
not being corrected.

For latest Coast Pilot excerpt visit the Office of Coast Survey website at
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/searchbychart.php?chart=113
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(Selected Excerpts from Coast Pilot)
Vessels should approach Southwest Pass
through the prescribed Safety Fairway.
(See 166.100 through 166.200, chapter 2.)
Sunken wrecks have been reported in the
safety fairway in about 29°32’N., 92°05’W.
and in about 29°28.5’N., 92°06.7°W.
Caution is advised in these areas.

Vessels should approach Freshwater
Bayou from the Gulf through Freshwater
Bayou Safety Fairway. (See 166.100
through 166.200, chapter 2.)

Marsh Island, on the S side of Vermilion Bay and W of Atchafalaya Bay,
is low and marshy. The entire Gulf shore of the island is foul; numerous
oyster reefs, some of which uncover at low water, extend for about 4.5

miles off the S point of the island. The foul area should not be entered
without local knowledge. Shell Keys, a low group of small islands 3 miles
SSW of Mound Point, the southernmost point of Marsh Island, are only
about 2 feet high.

Trinity Shoal lies about 25 miles S of Southwest Pass, Vermilion Bay, and
60 miles 285° from Ship Shoal Daybeacon. The shoal is about 20 miles
long in a WSW and ENE direction, and has depths of 11 to 18 feet. It is
fairly steep-to on its S side, the 5- and 10-fathom curves being distant
only about 1 and 5 miles, respectively. In calm weather Trinity Shoal is
discernible by a difference in the color of the water, and in stormy
weather by a choppy sea. Because of its greater depth, the sea does not
break as heavily on Trinity Shoal as it does on Ship Shoal.

(Southwest Pass extends between the W end of Marsh Island and the
mainland and is the entrance to Vermilion Bay from the Gulf. The pass is
marked by lights and daybeacons, and the approach channel across the
bar is marked by lights. In September 1994, the controlling depth across
the bar and through the pass was 6% feet. Although not difficult to
enter, the pass may be difficult to recognize and local assistance is
advised.

West Cote Blanche Bay and Vermilion Bay together make up a large
body of water extending WNW from the NW side of Atchafalaya Bay,
and are separated from the Gulf by Marsh Island. This water area is
about 32 miles long and 5 to 15 miles wide, and depths averaging of 5 to
9 feet. With the exception of Cote Blanche Island, Weeks Island, and
Avery Island, the shores of these bays and Marsh Island are low and
marshy. In recent years there has been extensive oil exploration in the
bays offshore from Burns off South Bend in East Cote Blanche Bay, along
the NW shore in West Cote Blanche Bay, and on Dry Reef.

Cypremort Point, on the E side of Vermilion Bay and NW side of West
Cote Blanche Bay, is the site of a summer resort. Several private canals,
on which are homes and private docks, have been dredged into the
banks on the N side of the point. Gasoline, diesel fuel, ice, and a
launching ramp are available at a fuel facility on the point. The canals
and the channel leading to the fuel facility had reported controlling
depths of about 3 feet in July 1982. Private mooring slips are available.
State Route 319 connects the point with the town of Cypremort.

Weeks Island, 171 feet high, is E of Weeks Bay, the NE extension of
Vermilion Bay. The Intracoastal Waterway passes close along the W side
of the island. Several storage tanks and the mine buildings make
prominent landmarks from the bays; salt is mined on the island. There
are rail and highway connections to Balwin on Bayou Teche. A large oil
field is on the N side of Weeks Island.

Bayou Petite Anse leads from the Intracoastal Waterway N for about 5.3
miles to a fixed highway bridge at the N end of Avery Island. In April
1997, the controlling depth was 11 feet to the junction with Bayou
Carlin, thence 4 feet to the highway bridge. Daybeacons mark the
channel.

Vermilion River, also known as Bayou Vermilion and so marked at the
bridge crossings, flows from the N and crosses the Intracoastal
Waterway and enters Vermilion Bay through Four Mile Cutoff
(Vermilion River Cutoff).

U.S. Coast Guard Rescue Coordination Center
24 hour Regional Contact for Emergencies

Commander
8th CG District
New Orleans, LA

RCC New Orleans
(504) 589-6225
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Navigation Managers Area of Responsibility

Northeast
Lt. Meghan McGovern
meghan.mcgovern@noaa.gov

Great Lakes Region
Tom Loeper
thomas.loeper@noaa.gov

A _
Northwest and '} “/

Pacific Islands o -
Crescent Moegling
crescent.moegling@noaa.gov

T
- g
..=§ o

Chesapeake and
Delaware Bay
Steve Soherr

steve.soherr@noaa.gov

y
|
o -
S
)

) Mid-Atlantic
Lt. Ryan Wartick
ryan.wartick@noaa.gov

Jeff Ferguson
jeffrey.ferguson@noaa.gov o -

Western Gulf Coast \
Alan Bunn
alan.bunn@noaa.gov

/

Southeast
Kyle Ward
kyle.ward@noaa.gov

Central Gulf Coast
Tim Osborn
tim.osborn@noaa.gov

Alaska
Lt. Timothy M. Smith
timothy.m.smith@noaa.gov

South Florida
Puerto Rico
U.S. Virgin Islands
Michael Henderson
michael.henderson@noaa.gov

NOAA’s navigation managers serve as ambassadors to the maritime community.
They help identify navigational challenges facing professional and recreational mariners, and provide NOAA resources and
information for safe navigation. For additional information, please visit nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/service/navmanagers

To make suggestions or ask questions online, go to nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/inquiry.
To report a chart discrepancy, please use ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx.
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For more information on aids to navigation, including those on Western Rivers, please consult the latest USCG Light List for your area.
These volumes are available online at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov



NOAA encourages users to submit inguiries, discrepancies or comments
about this chart at http://www.nauticalcharts noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm.
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The outlined areas represent the limits of the mest recent hydrographic
survey information that has been evaluated for charting. Surveys have been
banded in this diagram by date and type of survey. Channels maintained
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are periodically resurveyed and are
not shown on this diagram. Refer to Chapter 1, United States Coast Pilot.
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Additional information can be obtained at nauticalcharts.noaa.gov.
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COLREGS: International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 19
Demarcation lines are shown thus

MINERAL DEVELOPMENT STRUCTURES
Obstruction lights and sound (fog) signals
are required for fixed mineral development
structures shown on this chart, subject to ap-
provel by the District Commander, U.S. Coast
Guard (33 CFR 67).
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. . Additicnal information concerning
The prudent mariner will not rely solely on any single aid sites may be obtained from the|

to navigation, particularly on floating aids. See U.S. Coast

Guard Light List and U.S. Coast Pilot for details,
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/’ Thc controlling depths were 9 fect on centerline from the
\mracoasta\ Waterway to the Perry Bridge; thence 6 feet on
centerling to the Broussard Bridge: thence 2 feet on centerline
to the Ambassador Caffery Bridge; thence shoal to bare to the
Pinhook Bridge. Use of local knowledge is recommended

Apr 2015

INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY
Use charts 11348 and 11350
The project depth is 12 feet from New Orleans,
Louisiana, to Aransas Pass, Texas.
The Controlling depths are published periadically
in the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners.
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Charted soundings, channel depths and shareline may not reflect actual
conditions following these storms. Fixed aids to navigation may have been
damaged or destroyed. Buoys may have been moved from their charted
Q. positions, damaged, sunk. extinguished or otherwise made inoperative.
Mariners should not rely upon the position or operation of an aid to
navigation. Wrecks and submerged obstructions may have been displaced
from charted locations. Pipelines may have become uncovered or moved.

Mariners are urged to exercise extreme caution and are requested to
report aids to navigation discrepancies and hazards to navigation to the
nearest United States Coast Guard unit

Drainage ditches
CAUTION
SUBMARINE PIPELINES AND CABLES

Charted submarine pipelines and submarine

Navigation regulations are published in Chapter 2, U.S
Coast Pilot 5. Additions or revisions to Chapter 2 are pub-
lished in the Notice to Mariners. Information concerning the
regulations may be obtained at the Office of the Commander,
8th Coast Guard District in New Orleans, LA, or at the Office
of the District Engineer, Corps of Engineers in New Orleans,
LA.

Refer to charted regulation section numbers.

Portage

HORIZONTAL DATUM Lake

The horizontal reference datum of this chart is North
American Datum of 1983 (NAD 83), which for charting
purposes is considered equivalent to the World Gecdetic
System of 1984 (WGS 84). Geographic positions referred

cables and submarine pipeline and cable areas =
are shown as

v

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN

Cable Area

Pipeline Area

to the North American Datum of 1927 do not require
conversion to NAD 83 for plotting on this chart.

Additional uncharted submarine pipelines and
submarine cables may exist within the area of
this chart. Not all submearine pipelines and sub-
marine cables are required to be buried, and
those that were originally buried may have
become exposed. Mariners should use extreme:
caution when operating vessels in depths of
water comparable to their draft in areas where
pipelines and cables may exist, and when
ancharing, dragging, or trawling

Covered wells may be marked by lighted or
unlighted buoys. o
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waterways:

ship-to-coast.

harbors.

@MERGENCY INFORMATIOI\D

Getting and Giving Help — Signal other boaters using visual distress signals (flares,
orange flag, lights, arm signals); whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio. You are
required by law to help boaters in trouble. Respond to distress signals, but do not

endanger yourself.

All Hazard

Noke ov ‘D(w\wg

e

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the

Channel 6 — Inter-ship safety communications.
Channel 9 — Communications between boats and

Channel 13 — Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, and

Channel 16 — Emergency, distress and safety calls to °
Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other
vessels. Contact the other vessel, agree to another channel, and then switch.
Channel 22A — Calls between the Coast Guard and the public. Severe weather
warnings, hazards to navigation and safety warnings are broadcast here.
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 and 78A — Recreational boat channels.

Distress Call Procedures

Make sure radio is on.

Select Channel 16.

Press/Hold the transmit button.

Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
Also give: Vessel Name and/or Description;
Position and/or Location; Nature of
Emergency; Number of People on Board.

¢ Release transmit button.

¢ Wait for 10 seconds — If no response
Repeat MAYDAY call.

HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS!

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous

weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official Weather

Nautical chart related products and information
Interactive chart catalog

Report a chart discrepancy

Chart and chart related inquiries and comments
Chart updates (LNM and NM corrections)

Coast Pilot online

Tides and Currents

Marine Forecasts

National Data Buoy Center

NowCoast web portal for coastal conditions
National Weather Service

National Hurrican Center

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center

Contact Us

Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/

Quick References

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/inquiry.aspx?frompage=ContactUs
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/updates/LNM_NM.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload.htm
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/

http://www.nowcoast.noaa.gov/

http://www.weather.gov/

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

http://ptwc.weather.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm

For the latest news from Coast Survey, follow @NOAAcharts
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